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A LOOK AT THREE DIFFERENT DOWNWIND CRUISING CHUTES
BY DAVID SCHMIDT | PHOTOS BY CRAIG DAVIS

RECENT YEARS HAVE SEEN A MINOR REVOLUTION [ [Ermeymergy

in downwind sailing. We have witnessed not only the rebirth | Simming by the trew

of the a symmetrical spinnaker (A-sail), better-designed and
stronger-built symmetrical spinnakers (S-sails), but even more
recently, the Parasailor2, a sail that might lead many long-
distance cruisers to rethink their off-the-wind inventories.

We tested these these three types of sails last summer in

a wide variety of conditions. There was one now-infamous
day when we flew the Parasailor2 in 30+ knots of air, but for
consistent, reliable results we flew each sail on a perfect late- \ o

August day off Marblehead, Massachusetts, in winds ranging Qrc \; i shocts na Bosae |

easy to control

from 5.7 to 12 knots true, sailing courses of equal length. We , T e e
. ncentrate efforts on

used a North Sails A-sail and an S-sail from Piranha Sails. | ' — s a’;’;nmw-sne-n

The Parasailor2 uses afol-shwod parasall
to add power and stability while remaining
easy to set, sall, and douse




DOWNWIND SAILING:
SPINNAKERS

CUT:Deepest draft is up high,
making it great for salling
deeper angles and DDW

CUT: Deepest draft
Is closer to the luff
on an A-sall than on
an S-sall
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| POLE: Keep
|| square to the

SHEET: Experiment
wind via the guy

! TACK LINE: Trim for with block placement
close reaching, ease for optimum trim
 for broad reaching :

SHEET: Use to contral the
shape of the sall; trim in
concert with the guy for
maximum efficdency

SPRIT POLE: projects
the sall's tack forward

- — of the forestay
— The Symmetrical S mdtc(Ssal)

is abit harder to m, and

dousebutltperfomswd

An asymmetric spinnaker (A-sall) flown in
tandem with a mainsail adds alot olpaww
without the need for ma axtra ha







